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Portrait of Ono Yoshito

by Yomota Inuhiko

(Japanese and English bilingual)
Translated by John K. Gillespie

208 pp. Hardcover B5

Expected price : 3,000 yen plus tax
Photographs by William Klein, Ho-
soe Eikoh, Fukase Masahisa, Dominic

Narr, Tim Walker, Moriyama Daido
Hanga by Yokoo Tadanori

Yomota Inuhiko, who accompanied Ono Yoshito on his Chi-
na tour in July 2016, wrote about the legendary buzo dancer.
The text is illustrated with photographs taken from 1961
through 2017 by William Klein, Hosoe Eikoh, Fukase Ma-
sahisa, Domonic Narr, Tim Walker and Moriyama Daido.

My writing here, then, is a portrait of this buto dancer, who
through bis career has become an historical presence and contin-
ues to change and to appear on stage still today, in the 2010s.
(from Prologue)
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For applications and inquiries, please contact:
info@dance-archive.net

Please support us in our efforts. Proper future adminis-
tration of the Dance Archive Network will be ensured by
contributions and donations from the public. For those
who agree with our objectives and activities, please sup-
port us through your donations.

A minimum donation is three thousand yen,
and multiples thereof.

DAN will issue a receipt indicating the amount of the donation.
As of yet, DAN is not an accredited NPO so it cannot, to date,
offer any tax incentives. DAN, however, aims to become an cer-
tified NPO in the near future, so we would greatly appreciate your
continued support in helping us. DAN will invite those who make
asingle donation of three thousand yen to a project co-produced
by the Dance Archive Network. Given that a donation costs the
same as an entrance ticket, DAN encourages those who agree
with our objectives to view a performance by means of donations.
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Les Archives Internationales de la Danse (AID)

Email : info@dance-archive.net URL : www.dance-archive.net
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Les Archives Internationales de la Danse (AID) B4 > X7 —h47T
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Les Archives Internationales de la Danse (AID)

Source: “Rolf de Maré - Art Collector, Ballet Director, Museum Creator” by Erik Naslund

Linnéa Isaksson (Head of Communication, Dansmuseet / Rolf de Maré — Museum of Movement)

On 19th June 1931, the newspapers reported that the
art collector and ballet director Rolf de Maré was plan-
ning to open a new institution in Paris, Les Archives
Internationales de la Danse (AID) to perpetuate the
memory of the Swedish Ballet (Le Ballet Suédois) and its
choreographer Jean Bérlin. He also intended to endow
two international dance prizes in Jean’s name. The new
institution had a purpose beyond that of paying tribute
to his friend’s contribution to modern choreography.
This would be the first institute in the world where
dance could be studied both historically and ethno-
graphically and which would at the same time preserve
important dance memorabilia. Rolf said that, while
running the Ballet Suédois, he had discovered how

hard it was to find and collect all the necessary material:

We hunted through the libraries of Paris and sometimes
had to travel abroad. We did not always know where to
lay hands on this or that literary work, this or that cos-
tume. We were poorly acquainted with the different systems
of classification and cataloguing. In a word, we came up
against a thousand difficulties, we wasted any amount of
time and we wore ourselves out. The need for a central
institute of dance research was obvious. Here I found a new

task awaiting me, and I set about it right away.

AID was to be, quite simply, a memory bank of dance.

On 23rd May 1933, Rolf de Maré was able to open
the doors of his International Dance Archive at 6 rue
Vital in Paris. This was the first museum and research
institute anywhere in the world to be devoted to dance.
His new creation, he said, would be his magnum opus.
The existing building was redesigned and enlarged by
the architect Stanislaus Landau. Rolf de Maré’s mother,
Ellen Roosval, presented her son with the sculptural re-
lief La Danse, which was set in the wall of the beautiful
courtyard. AID’s activities proliferated and it became a
truly international dance centre, which inspired similar
archives and collections in other cities. Rolf de Maré
emphasised that AID was not just a temple to dance. A
dance museum had to be a living institution, dance be-
ing an art of movement, and so AID had a programme
of activities which included performances, lectures and
displays. Rolf’s intention was that AID would strength-
en the role of dance in society and enhance its standing

to the level of the other fine arts.

Due to the second world war he closed his dance ar-
chive in Paris in June 1940. However, it was continued
in his hometown of Stockholm, Sweden instead. The
doors to Dansmuseet (Rolf de Maré — Museum of Movement)
—opened in 1953. Rolf de Maré Study Center’s library
has a large collection of books on dance and related
cultural topics from different parts of the world. The
video archive includes approximately 3000 movies on
videotape or DVD. The archive consists of Swedish
and foreign programs, individual archives and personal
photo archives. It contains as well the Ballet Suédois
and Rolf de Mar¢ collections. The Study Center is open
both for researchers and students as well as the public, a

visit to which can be arranged in advance.

We hope to see you there in the future!

www.dansmuseet.se
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